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must receive as a minimum three hours’ instruction in this work and 
more time if available. 

For those officers who elect orthopedic service there will be given 
courses of intensive instruction in various universities similar to the 
intensive courses being given in other brandies. 

The line officers and candidates for a commission are also to receive 
instruction in the care of the feet and its coverings, and also elementary 
instruction concerning body posture and joint injuries. 

Enlisted men will receive at least one hour's practical instruction 
along the same lines once a month, and the enlisted men of the medical 
department will get fuller instruction. 

Furthermore, it is planned to have particular attention directed by 
the medical officers to the condition of the feet of the enlisted per¬ 
sonnel at each regular semimonthly physical examination, and treat¬ 
ment will be instituted in all necessary cases. Discharge from the 
service will not lie recommended until a reasonable amount of treatment 
has been given by the orthopedic surgeon on duty. (). H. I\ P. 


Report of Conference Committee on Red Cross Nursing Problems 
Appointed by the Chairman of the War Council.—Released for Publi¬ 
cation October 1.—One of the important problems presenting themselves 
in connection with the medical preparation for the war has been the ques¬ 
tion of an adequate supply of satisfactory nurses. Accurate statistics 
of available nurses were not obtainable and the usual variations of con¬ 
ditions in the different States added to the difficulty. The number of 
registered nurses and Red Cross nurses could readily be ascertained, 
but it was impossible to estimate the sufficiency of the remainder for 
civilian nursing if a large percentage of the former classes were called 
away for military purposes. Furthermore, it was obvious that the total 
supply would promptly become inadequate if a demand such us might 
readily be anticipated should develop. 

At a recent meeting on Red Cross nursing problems held in Wash¬ 
ington at which representatives of all the National organizations and 
members of the Medical Advisory Committee and Red Cross Committee 
on Cooperation were present, the general plan of enrollment of nurses 
as carried out by the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 
was approved with certain modifications. These are as follows: 

1. The lower age limit for Red Cross nurses is reduced from twenty- 
five to twenty-one years. The upper limit is left indefinite, to be dealt 
with separately in each case. 

2. The requirements governing training schools are modified so as 
to qualify for Red Cross enrollment the graduates of schools which arc 
recommended by State Hoards of Registration us giving courses suffi¬ 
ciently thorough to prepare nurses for Red Cross service. This elimi¬ 
nates the former requirement that Red Cross nurses must be gradu¬ 
ates of schools having a daily average of 50 patients. It is estimated 
that approximately 500 training schools may thus he added to the 
acceptable list, whenever it may lie desirable, owing to war shortages 
of nurses, to ask the State Hoards for recommendations. 

3. In order to further increase the supply of nurses, the schools 
giving a three-year course are to be requested to advance the date of 
graduation of pupil nurse’s, perhaps to the end of their second year of 
study, should the exigencies of war make such action seem desirable. 
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4. It is recommended that in addition to the steps already taken to 
supply volunteer nurses’ aides, which the Committee approves, the 
period of practical hospital experience for these volunteers be increjised 
to one month of eight hours’ service each day under the supervision of 
the Ked Cross, and that the Jted Cross volunteer aids be used for 
service in our own country, and that women under twenty-one years 
shall not he selected. In view of the provision already made for the 
instruction of volunteer aids in connection with base hospitals and the 
large number of women who have completed the course of theoretical 
instruction and whose names are on file, the Committee believes that 
the immediate extension of this service is not pressing, but approves 
of the authorization of civil hospitals to give this information to nurses* 
aids as needed, subject to approval and under direction of the Red 
Cross. It is further recommended that only those hospitals approved 
by State Boards of Registration of Nurses shull be so authorized. 

There can be no doubt oT the importance and value of this branch of 
the Red Cross Committee’s work and the outlined plans should certainlv 
meet all requirements for the present. It should, however, be pointed 
out in connection with (4) that in some instances the former custom 
of a three months’ course of four hours a day will not only give a 
greater total of hours but will be more convenient to both the aids 
and the hospitals. O. ]> p. 


United States Medical People with Foreign Forces.—There arc 3ISO 
medical officers, nurses, and members of ambulance sections of the 
United States Army now attached to the British and French forces. 
This total is made up of S70 medical officers and 470 nurse's with the 
British forces and -10 ambulance sections, each of 40 officers and men 
(a total of 1S-10), with the French Army. 


A Study of Reeducation of Disabled Soldiers in France and England. 
—By Li.wsly R. Williams, M.D.—Through the courtesy of the Vice- 
Chairman of the National Research Council of the Council of National 
Defence, permission has been granted to review Dr. Williams’s report. 

This study of conditions in both France and England deals in great 
detail with all questions touching upon the reeducation of disabled 
soldiers and sailors, the organization of military orthopedic hospitals, 
the special schools of reeducation, the manufacture and settling of 
artificial limbs, and the reeducation of the blind. In many ways the 
methods employed in the two countries are similar, and from this 
exhaustive study I )r. Williams has drawn conclusions which cannot fail 
to be of inestimable value to our country. These conclusions arc 
presented in the form of a suggested program for the United States, 
and these may he quoted verbatim: 

1. All permanently disabled from wounds or sickness he transferred 
from France to United States cantonments to a central hospital. 

2. Central hospital should have staff of experts of highest order in 
neurology, psychiatry, heart disease (functional and organic), ophthal¬ 
mology, orthopedic surgeons, surgeons, medical men, and other special¬ 
ists. Also employers of labor and representatives of labor unions. 

•I. Special hospitals should he established for neurology, psychiatry, 
orthopedic surgery, heart disease, ami limbless. 

4. Workshops should be operated in conjunction witli this hospital. 



